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Abstract

Constructing a Model for Developing the Home Economics Curricula in
Comprehensive Vocational Secondary Education Consistent with the

Knowledge- Based Economy Requirements and the Jordanian Labor Market.
Prepared by: Abeer Mustafa Khalil El-kiswani

Supervisor: pro. Adnan Hussein Al-jadri

Dr. Monther Wasef Al-masri

The current study aimed at constructing a model for developing the home
economics curricula in vocational comprehensive secondary education that is
consistent with the requirements of the knowledge economy and the Jordanian

labor market. The study answered the following questions:

‘. What are the requirements of the Jordanian labor market of the home
economics graduate’s competencies, specializing in clothes production, as

perceived by employers and related literature?

Y. What are the standards required to develop home economics curricula
specialization in clothes production that are based on the orientations of the

knowledge economy and the graduate competencies?

Y. To what extent do the standards of the knowledge economy and the graduate
competences assimilate into the content of the current home economics
curricula, specializing in clothes production, as perceived by its teachers and the

formal documents of curricula?

¢, What is the proposed model for developing home economics curricula,
specializing in clothes production, in accordance with the standards of home
economics and the graduate's competencies recommended by the Jordanian

labor market?

By reviewing the answers to the three questions and by scrutinizing the different
models used in vocational education curricula, the researcher was able to

construct the four major components of the proposed model. Those included.
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Preliminary operations, preparing the curriculum document, trial and application

requirements, and evaluation of the developed curriculum.
The proposed model was submitted to a number of referees to ensure its validity.

The results showed that the requirements of the labor market centered on the
personal competencies of the worker that relate to values and humanistic
communication. The results also revealed that the pursued standards for
development according to the inclinations of the knowledge economy stress the
need for the learners to be the center of the teaching- learning process and the
need to give due attention to field training that will help familiarize the learners
with the actual work environment. The results also showed that the current
curricula in the area of clothes production do not cope with these inclinations and

requirements.

In light of the aforementioned results, the proposed model tries to fill these gaps,
and design an action plan for development that is both objective and scientific in
method from the moment we think of the development process through choice of

the development team and trial of the curriculum in the school.

To ensure the effectiveness of the model, the researcher recommends that this
model should be adopted in the process of developing the current curricula. The
researcher also recommends that a real societal partnership to develop and
implement these curricula should be established. A system for gathering
information about the labor market is also recommended in order to help the
development team steer the development process towards fulfilling the
requirements of the labor market and facing the changes that may affect this
market. This will eventually lead to preparing a competent and qualified human

cadre through an educational system that applies developed curricula.
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